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How to Construe the Varieties of Religious Beliefs in
Contemporary Bunun Society?:Case Study of a
Bunun Child Accident, Eastern Taiwan

Fang, Chun-Wei

Abstract

This paper, by examining a child accident, is focused on the
diverse religious interpretations, controversies and understandings
among the Bunun people in their contemporary daily lives. It is
suggested that these different religious interpretations and proposals
seem to reveal people’s diverse religious affiliations, including Bunun
traditional religion, Christianity, the Han Chinese folk religion and
Yikuandao. However, by analysing closely the data through field study,
| argue that there is no outstanding difference among these religious
beliefs although each of them holds distinct viewpoint and idea on the
surface. Their various discourses are in fact based on some communal
Bunun cultural concepts, such as the idea of hanitu (spirit) and the
relation between individual and group. In other words, it is the Bunun
idea of personhood that they all concern. This paper illustrates how
these diverse ideas and concepts struggle, negotiate, compromise and
conciliate in the contemporary Bunun social lives.

Keywords:
religious beliefs, everyday practice, personhood, the Bunun people,
Austronesian
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